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TWO GREAT REASONS TO
WORK WITH WATERLINE SYSTEMS

We can make your boat faster.

Our keel, bottom, and rudder fairing is legendary: since we opened in 1988, our customers have won
more World, North American, and National Championships than we can count.

We’re the licensed North American builder.
From rudders to bow rails, we have everything you need to maintain your boat to your high standards.
Class-legal parts | Awlgrip finishes | Structural repairs | Refit/Refurbs | Bottoms and foils | New boats

waterlinesystems.com

Waterline Systems, a Division of USWatercraft • 373 Market Street, Warren , RI • 401.247.3000 • info@waterlinesystems.com
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President’s Corner
As I write this in early August, the summer heat and humidity has arrived here
in Bermuda with a vengeance. But we have had some interesting sailing on our
Wednesday night PHRF racing including an evening with a squall packing 38 knot
gusts—that is always exciting when you go out expecting a jaunt in 15 knots!
But it is also a reminder to ensure the boat is well maintained and the crew prepared
so as to be able to deal with such unexpected occurrences.
This year seems to have raced by, and it is hard to believe that the North American
Championship at Larchmont Yacht Club is quickly approaching. It looks to be very
exciting as this event is likely to be the best attended Class regatta for some years.
Charter boats are still available! I would encourage you, if you are not already
planning to take part, to consider joining the regatta whether in your own boat or
a charter.
As noted in the Spring newsletter, one of the subjects your Executive Committee
has worked on this year is to encourage those fleets that race local events under
modified Class Rules to seek a waiver as provided for in section 11.8 of the Class
Constitution. This procedure complies with the requirements of RRS 87. However,
it appears that some fleets continue to race under modified Class Rules without
seeking an appropriate waiver from the Class. I would encourage you to ensure
that your local fleet complies with this requirement.
Having said that, the Class Constitution also states “The Officers shall endeavor to
ensure that the Class Rules apply without modification to all one-design regattas
among J/105s. The Fleets are encouraged to take all steps necessary so that the
Class Rules without modification apply to all one-design regattas sponsored by the
Fleets or on the Fleets’ racing calendar.” This means the Regatta Committee, which
exercises the authority to permit modifications, must tread a fine line between
allowing modifications which a local fleet believes promotes local racing and not
permitting modifications which may be detrimental to the one-design nature of the
Class and fair competition in events which attract boats from outside the local area.
Therefore, modifications to the crew weight limit for strictly local racing have been
approved, but changes to the physical set up of the boat are viewed more cautiously.
As an aside, can I suggest that at least once a year each owner take 15 minutes to
review the Class Rules which are easily available on the revamped Class website
under the Racing tab. I find this helpful to remind me of what I can and cannot do
with the equipment on my boat and what I need to do to ensure compliance with the
Class Rules.
Talking of the Class website, it is great to see all the reports of the large number
of events in which our members participate, whether organized by a local fleet
or part of a larger event. As a reminder, please send in a report of any of your
events for posting to the website. It is positive for the Class to have as many reports
as possible.
I wish you all great sailing over the rest of the year and hope to see you in
Larchmont in October.
James Macdonald
J/105 Class President
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GET READY FOR
THE BIG SHOW
Larchmont Yacht Club, New York • October 19-23, 2016

Stella Artois J/105
North American Championship
The 2016 Stella Artois J/105 North American Championship is coming up in October with nearly 40 boats
signed up! Larchmont Yacht Club is a premier facility with the ability to easily handle as many boats as we can
muster. This will be a classic. October will provide excellent sailing conditions with a guaranteed mix of wind
conditions, sailed in a relatively flat-water enclosed area. Charter boats are still available. There is a “Pre-NAC”
regatta the weekend before, which provides six days of racing spanning just one week off from work. This is a
regatta that should not be missed, and it will probably be at least three years before the NAs return to the East
Coast. Contact Paul Beaudin at PB@j105sails.com with any questions. See you in New York!

www.J105nas.com
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Introduced in 1991 as the first
modern day keelboat with
bow-sprit and asymmetric
spinnaker, the J/105 today
is the most successful onedesign keelboat class over 30'
in the USA with over 680 boats
sailing worldwide. Take a look
back at the early days, as we
honor 25 years of the J/105!
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The JP Morgan Round
the Island Race UK

Photo courtesy of Hurst Castle

By William Newton, Jelly Baby
The day before the Round the Island Race, the forecast
was predicting 25-30 knots from the west going
southwest, but at least it wasn’t going to rain, and our
start was at a respectable hour so we wouldn’t have
to leave Lymington until 0700 hrs. We had a crew of
seven, and fortunately a big boys crew, which would
hopefully keep the boat upright! Breakfast en route
was bacon rolls and brown sauce…it wasn’t going to
be a day for Weight Watchers breakfast.
We thought long and hard about the start. With the
wind in the west, did we start at the island side of the
line where initially the current would be favorable?
Or the outer end with less tacks and the advantage
of the line bias? We went for the outer end. I am still
not convinced it was correct. Combined with no clear
air and positioned forty meters behind the line (that’s
what the machine said!) at the start, this was not one
of our better starts.

Beating down the Solent was uneventful except for
witnessing one port and starboard collision. At the
Needles, I am reminded it is my decision as to whether
we pass inside the wreck. We did, but the majority
of boats seemed to pass outside, other than another
Lymington boat (J/109 Jumbuck) which was alongside
us. Unfortunately, they were dismasted later in the
race. Having passed inside the wreck, we had clear air
and waited for an instance as there were no spinnakers
and it appeared a shy reach which would have meant
the code O. However, the wind settled and freed, so
we set the fractional spinnaker and off we went with
the speed at between 14-16 knots with the occasional
burst of 18 knots.
Approaching St. Catherine’s, the crew noticed a drone
overhead. Did the paparazzi think we were famous?
A few days later, we found the clip on You Tube. Nice
to see that we were travelling faster than the boats
around us!
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In spite of it being a shy reach, we made St.
Catherine’s without having to drop the spinnaker.
At St. Catherine’s, the overfalls created a nasty sea
state. At one moment coming off a large wave, we
recorded a speed of over 20 knots! We quickly made
the decision not to try and gybe, so jib out, dropped
the spinnaker, gybed, and re-hoisted, having sorted
out a mess of a spinnaker with somehow two halyards
wound around it.
Once sorted, up went the spinnaker again, and off we
went to Bembridge Ledge buoy. At this stage, we were
in company with our main J/105 and club rivals—
Andy Roberts and Bill Edgerley’s Jin Tonic. The
adrenalin kicked in, and we managed to sneak ahead.
Afterward, they claimed they had delayed their
spinnaker hoist following their gybe to have lunch!
From the Needles to St. Catherine’s, we had not been
passed by any boats, but now the wind angle was more
favorable for a spinnaker (thought this would change).
We considered changing to a masthead spinnaker,
however checking the true wind speed at 29 knots
quickly thought otherwise, and continued with our
fractional spinnaker. The sea was much smoother on
the way to Bembridge, so having to gybe four times
before reaching the buoy was not a problem.
At Bembridge, down came the spinnaker, and a reach
in the direction of the post near No Mans Land fort.
The wind had not abated in spite of being in the lee of
the island, so we put in a reef. From here, it was a beat
along Ryde Sands to the finish, only having to tack
three times. At this stage, an absence of boats around
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us was unusual, but a pleasant change from previous
years of continuous tacking in traffic.
The erratic wind off Norris, as always, questioned as
to why we didn’t sail further out into the Solent and
the adverse tide. We didn’t—just kept trimming and
made the finish line without tacking, and continued
to sail on to Lymington. We texted in our declaration,
and, as always, we were glad to receive confirmation.
There is always a concern that we might have been
OCS or entered a prohibited area. At that moment, out
came the drinks and cake.
During the dreadful return journey to Lymington,
we received the odd text saying we had done well.
Nobody seemed that bothered. We realized it had
been a fast race, completing the 55 miles in 6 hours
50 minutes. The most important thing was we had
enjoyed ourselves, and other than losing two hats and
a few bruises, all was well.
Arriving in Lymington, we retired to the yacht club to
finish the cake and have another beer, and confirm that
we had won class 2B. With our fellow club members
on Jin Tonic (J/105) and Boomerang (Adams 10),
who won the second place team prizes for the Royal
Lymington Yacht Club, a time for champagne!
It is interesting to note in our class 2B (46 boats) that
the first four boats were J/105s. And of all the J/Boats
competing under IRC, the second and third boats were
J/105s (the winner was a J/111 by two minutes).
Not a bad performance for a 25-year-old design!
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Technical Committee Report
Matt Arno – Class Measurer, Fleet 16, Dallas/Fort Worth
Pat Benedict – Fleet 1, San Francisco
Michael Penny – Fleet 4, Lake Ontario

Shortly before he stepped down as Class
Measurer, Walt Nuschke called me and asked
me if I was willing to volunteer to be the next
Class Measurer. At the time, I felt honored
that he asked me to volunteer, and I gladly
said yes. Unfortunately, Walt passed away
not long after that. Some time later, I thought
about his asking me to volunteer again and
was no longer sure he was complimenting
me. After all, there had been that time
I passed too close to leeward of him going
downwind while he was going upwind and
knocked his wind instruments off the top of
his mast (he was on starboard, I was on port).
Maybe him asking me to volunteer
to be Class Measurer was actually a form
of stealthy revenge and payback. As time
goes on, I lean more and more toward a
revenge motive. ☺

This probably holds true for any Class
Officer position. If someone asks you to
volunteer and you say yes, you’ll spend the
rest of your tenure in that position wondering
exactly what their motives were. Just a
warning. Not to say that I haven’t enjoyed
being Class Measurer, and I’m not looking
to step down any time soon.

Anyway, on to the real technical stuff. It’s the
time of year to consider Class Rule changes.
There are two subjects for Rule changes this
year. Below are discussions of the topics.
The formal text of the Rule changes will be
distributed through the normal channels.

Sails for a Regatta

It seems like the most common Technical Committee
question theme this year has been about sails and
which/how many you can use. Class Rule 6.3 clearly
states that you are limited to one mainsail, two jibs
and two spinnakers during a Class Event. There is no
restriction on changing sails. You can switch back and
forth between the two jibs during a race or during the
event however/whenever suits your fancy. The same
thing with the two spinnakers. We’ve also been asked
about being able to do the same thing with mainsails.
The short answer is no. You are only allowed one
mainsail for a Class Event. The reasons for this are
good, but perhaps we should allow at least some
flexibility.
The most obvious need for flexibility would be if
your mainsail is damaged badly enough to render it
unusable. It seems reasonable to allow a boat to use
another mainsail if the declared main is damaged
badly enough that it cannot be repaired in time for
further use in that event. Otherwise, the boat would
be forced to withdraw from the event, which hardly
seems fair or in the spirit of friendly competition.
Therefore, the Technical Committee is proposing a
Rule change to allow additional sails to be used in the
event of irreparable damage to one of the sails that has
been declared for the event. This is a provision that
other Classes have and is something we should have
had in our Class Rules before now.
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Competitors

Another issue which has arisen lately is sailor
classification. The J/105 Class is effectively a
Corinthian Class which does not allow Group 3 sailors
in major events (those designated as Level A, which
is also the default level), unless the Group 3 sailor
is a 100% owner and sailing on their own boat or a
boat they have chartered. Our Class Rules provide
a certain amount of discretion by giving the ExCom
the authority to overrule the ISAF (World Sailing)
classification. The problem with this is that the RRS
do not actually allow this. RRS 79 requires the ISAF
Regulation 22 classification system to be used if any
classification system is used. RRS 86.1(c) lists which
RRS Class Rules are allowed to change, and RRS 79
is not on that list. Therefore, we find ourselves with
a need to change our Class Rules to comply with
the RRS. So what do we do now? The ExCom has
exercised that discretion in the past. There are also
other issues about sailor classification and Group
status that recur regularly.

There have been discussions in the Executive
Committee that part of the problem with attendance at
major events, such as the NAs, is the logistical issue
of getting boats to the event. If you pay someone
to deliver your boat for you, that person becomes a
Group 3 sailor and then is not eligible to sail with you
in the event. This increases your expenses because you
either have to pay them to twiddle their thumbs during
the event while they wait for the return delivery or
you incur some other cost sending them home. If they
could sail with you, that problem would be avoided.
Another common complaint is that there is no way
for a sailmaker to sail with customers, limiting the
help owners can receive from their sailmaker and
decreasing sailmaker interest in the Class overall. In
the recent local fleet rule modifications considered by
the Regatta Committee, one of them dealt with a local
fleet rule to allow Group 3 sailors on boats that had
not won a regatta.

Domination

PB 105 sails are the benchmark for fast J-105 sails
We have not changed our designs in over 5 years
We don’t need to.
American Spring Series 1st, 2nd and 3rd
oh and 5,6,7,8,9,10 too.
On the same waters as this year’s NAs
We try to keep sails in stock...
Contact Class Specialist Paul Beaudin
PB@j105sails.com

J105SAILS.COM
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In our quest to keep our Class relevant and strong and
still control costs, I would ask you whether this would
increase costs or not? Will it make the Class stronger?

Recently, an article was published on Sailing
Scuttlebutt about the Viper 640 Class and how
they deal with professional sailors. Their solution
is to allow Group 3 sailors, but to prohibit those
sailors from being paid to sail in any race. A signed
declaration to that effect may be required by the event
organizer. Obviously, one can try to game the system
if you want with any such declaration and how much
someone gets paid and what exactly they were paid
for, but it seems to be working for the Viper 640
Class. For an actual professional or sailmaker, the
regulatory force behind making sure the declaration
is valid in that lying on the declaration could be
protested as a Rule 69 violation.
Is the guy that did the bottom job on your boat or your
competitor’s boat such a good sailor that allowing
him to race on someone’s boat would skew things?
Most people who spend their days laying up fiberglass
and long-boarding hulls are good sailors but not great
sailors. How many times is your sailmaker going to
sail with you as “part of the purchase price” of a new
sail? Such a change is worth considering for our Class.
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Calendar

2016

Rolex Big Boat Series
St. Francis Yacht Club
Sep 15 – Sep 18
J/105 Canadian Championship
Royal Canadian Yacht Club
Sep 17 – Sep 19
Long Island Sound Championships
Riverside Yacht Club
Sep 17 – Sep 18
AYC Fall Series #1
American Yacht Club
Sep 24 – Sep 25
AYC Fall Series #2
American Yacht Club
Oct 1 – Oct 2
AYC Fall Series #2
American Yacht Club
Oct 1 – Oct 2
(216) Regatta
Edgewater Yacht Club
Oct 15 – Oct 16
Manhasset Bay Fall Series #1
Manhasset Bay Yacht Club
Oct 15 – Oct 16
J/105 North American Championship
Larchmont Yacht Club
Oct 20 – Oct 23
14
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Calendar
Manhasset Bay Fall Series #2 –
Distance Race
Manhasset Bay Yacht Club
Oct 22
J/Fest Southwest
Lakewood Yacht Club
Oct 28 – Oct 30

2018

Long Beach Race Week
Alamitos Bay Yacht Club & Long Beach
Yacht Club
Jun 22 – Jun 24

Lipton Cup
San Diego Yacht Club
Oct 28 – Oct 30

2017

Quantum Key West Race Week
Jan 15 – Jan 20
St. Petersburg NOOD
St. Petersburg Yacht Club
Feb 17 – Feb 19
Charleston Race Week
Charleston Ocean Racing Association
Apr 20 – Apr 23
Long Beach Race Week
Alamitos Bay Yacht Club & Long Beach
Yacht Club
Jun 23 – Jun 25
J/105 North American Championship
Lakewood Yacht Club
Oct 31 – Nov 3
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