LETES GET GROWING!

I hope you are all enthused
about the 2005 sailing season.
Southern California owners have
already completed two of their
nine scheduled events. Others
have been busy working on their
tans, | mean boats, competing
for the Presidentts Trophy. Not
being the official scorer 1 can
say that it will be some feat to
take the 2005 trophy away from
Tom Coates and the crew of
MASQUERADE!

J/105ts had a strong showing
at both Key West and Miami
Race Weeks. If the level of
competition at Key West is
typical, we all should be proud. |
saw nothing but forty well sailed
boats, in conditions that ranged
from trying (thirty knots plus) to
trying (three knots minus).

So where does the class go
now? No longer are there 50-
100 new J/105ts being produced
annually. Those heady years
created an opportunity for our
class to grow to its current size:
635 boats, 420 full members, and 212
associate members. Wow, thatts pretty
big, and again we all should be proud!
But the Black Hand of the free market
has responded. The J/105 now has
competition from outside the J/Boats
family (the Beneteau 36.7) and from
within (J/100 and J/109). Only 10-15
J/105s are produced each year now, so
how do we maintain our class size?

The class has several reasons for
its strength. First, you, the members;
second the structure and leadership of
the class; and last our sheer size. Letts
look at each of these.

Our membership is the best Esalesé
force we have. Each race you have four
or five potential owners aboard. If one of
your crew expresses interest in starting
a program, provide encouragement and
help. Adding a used boat from an area
that doesnit have one design racing
to your fleet would probably be a net
increase to our membership since that
previous owner may not have been a
class member. Plus who better to race
against than your old mate!
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Chicago to Mac: 6 Sailors, 9

Two able-bodied and four disabled
sailors started the 333 mile Chicago to
Mackinac Race last summer on GIGI.
Three days later, they were forced to
retire, not because of the crewd but
because of the lack of wind. 89 other
boatsd nearly 30 percent of the 316 boat
fleetd also retired.

Owner David Wagner won the 2004
Chicago NOOD and solo Chicago Mac;
he also set a single-handed elapsed time
record from Chicago to Mackinac of
just under 41.5 hours. For the crewed
race, he was joined by four disabled
sailors: Richard Hughes, a below-the-
knee amputee from Florida; Dr. Rick
Doerr, who was paralyzed after a car
accident while serving his residency in
Chicago eleven years ago and began
sailing during his rehabilitation; Lee
Buratti, a paraplegic from California
who was paralyzed from the waist down
after falling from a mast in 1982; and Jim
Leatherman, who slipped under a train at
age six and lost both of his legs. Another
non-disabled teammate, Kevin DtAprile,
organized the crew. El had all the phone
numbers,é DEAprile explained.
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KEVIN DIAPRILE

Legs

J
Jim Leatherman caught napping. Note the Eelevatoré in the
companionway for getting below.

Fleet 4 and the
Royal Canadian Yacht
Club are pleased to be
hosting the J/105 North
American Championship,
September 14 - 18, 2005.

\

With the unrivaled social offerings of the

RCYC, 31 firm entries at press time,
and pleasant lake breezes common to
September in Toronto, this promises to
be a spectacular event. There will also
be a warm up regatta on September 3-4
at the Port Credit Yacht Club, a short sail
from RCYC.

A major metropolis, Toronto offers
a full range of shoreside entertainment,
from a variety of restaurants to cultural
and sports events. Located on the
northwest shore of Lake Ontario,
Toronto is approximately 90 minutes by
car northwest of Buffalo, N.Y. One half
of the population of the United States is
within one dayts drive of Toronto.

Boat measurement will begin Saturday,
September 10 and is by appointment
only. The first warning will be Thursday,
September 15 and ten races are planned.
There is an 80 percent chance of winds
exceeding 6 knots on a typical September
race day. Bring your team and support
crew to Toronto and enjoy the Canadian
hospitality! For more information, visit
www.j105.0rg and follow links to the
NAC home page. 4
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If a used boat doesntt meet your
friendts needs, try the local dealer. By
growing from within, we draw on those
most familiar with our class.

Class structure; having been behind
the curtain of our leadership, the wizard
is Nelson! We are very lucky to have
several individuals that donate more
time than they should to our class. I
may not agree with all of their positions,
but Nelson, Joerg (and the rest of the
Technical Committee: Pat and Tom)
earnestly put what is in the best interests
of the class first. Your fleet captain also
gives more time than his/her employer or
significant other would like. If you have
issues, go to your fleet captain who sits
on the Executive Committee. We are
just 400 or so boat owners with common
interests.

It can honestly be said that J/105
fleets are the larger one-design fleets on
the line at national, regional and even
local events. We have all read that the
boat is not the most exciting to sail by
itself, but when you get the numbers on
the line that we do, wow, the adrenaline
sure starts to flow. Those numbers
attract the better sailors, and they bring
in knowledge and experience that can be
shared with those in need, strengthening
the class. They also bring the respect of
others.

These three reasons are why our class
will not only survive when the market
turns elsewhere, but actually grow. And
a strong one design class helps you as
an owner in ways you may not realize.
While we all say we will never get rid
of our beloved J/105 (unless itts to get a
different one), it happens. Used J/105s
are going for similar prices today that
owners paid for new boats six or seven
years ago. That runs against everything
we know about the value of boats, so it
must be the class and the members that
are feeding this demand. Letts all do
what we can to strengthen the class. The
easiest way is to get out and race (yes
Fleet 8, I well try to be on the line more
often). And if you know someone who is
looking to purchase a boat to race, why
not try to influence their decision? It
will only help you and the rest of us in
the long run.

Good luck this year, and if you are
lucky enough to do well in a particular
race do not forget to grab the dock lines
of the next boat in and offer them a beer.
Youtve been there, so you know they
need it! Tom Carruthers

9 Legs to Mackinac
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Wagner made only very minor
modifications to his boat, adding a
companionway hoist (see photo page 1)
and stabilizing straps for heavy air. Eltts a
sprit boat and takes away the advantage of
able-bodied guyst mobility. Therefs only
one headsail with a roller furler.é All the
aspects of the J/105 that make the boat easy
to sail for able-bodied sailors also make it a
good fit for disabled competitors.

Despite their physical challenges,
each sailor possessed more talent and
experience that the average J/105 crew.
Leatherman won a bronze medal at the
1996 Paralymics in Atlanta. Buratti won
the single-handed Martin 16 Nationals
two years running. Doerr is a two time
North American champion in the 2.4mR
Paralympic class and has been a member
of the US Disabled Sailing Team in two
disciplines. Hughes has made a name for
himself in both open and disabled regattas,
and had previously completed Eabout 12 or
14¢ Mac races.

According to Wagner, EYou leave the
wheel chairs on the dock and they can
sail with anybody. The disabilities are out
the window. These are just sailors who
happen to be disabled.¢ DtAprile agreed.
EWe are racing on an even platform. We
just choose to do it with four disabled folks
and have a different set of challenges.é To
help meet any emergency brought on by
those challenges, Wagner rented a satellite
phone and had Dr. Anne Allen, who works
closely with the US Disabled Sailing
Team, on call.

Unfortunately, sailing talent doesntt
guarantee the correct tactical decisions,
and GIGI was forced to retire from the
wind-deprived race. Richard Hughes
was disappointed, but he had no regrets.
EWe came up with a game plan. There
were competing weather reports. We set
our plan. We stuck to it. And we accept
the consequences.é

Kevin DtAprile was very disappointed
not to finish his sixteenth Mac Race,
but he didntt want anyone blaming the
crewts physical disabilities. EWe did not
finish, not because we had disabled guys
aboard, but because we guessed wrong
about the tactics.é

Wagner would like to take GIGI in
this yearts Mac Race with a disabled
crew, but the J/105 rules do not allow
him to make the modifications he feels
are necessary to safely meet the unusual
needs of his teammates. A proposal has
been submitted to the class that would
allow classified disabled sailors to make
the necessary adaptations, but if it is
voted in the rule would not go into effect
until 2006 (see page 4). The rest of the
team is also anxious to try again.

El see no reason not to,6 Hughes
said. EWe walked away from this with
many lessons learned for sailors with
disabilities to be able to function at full
efficiency. The one thing that was always
paramount was the safety of everyone on

the boat and the safety of the boat.é %

This story includes information from articles that
appeared in the Chicago Tribune and SunTimes.
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GIGIts team together in Chicago.

Back row, | to r: Kevin DEAprile, David

Wagner, Richard Hughes. Front row: Jim Leatherman, Lee Buratti, Rick Doerr.
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